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Period: January to September 2013 (Preliminary data) 

Release date: June 3, 2014 

OVERVIEW 
For the period, January to September 2013, the Office of the Children’s Registry (OCR) received eight 

thousand five hundred and twenty seven (8,527) reports of child abuse, representing an increase of 32% 

over the same period in 2012.  

Of the reports received, six thousand seven hundred and sixty-eight (6,768) or 79%, represented 

children who were being reported for the first time. Of this amount, 58% were girls, 41% were boys, 

while the gender for the remaining 1% was not specified. (See Figures 1 & 2). 
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BREAKDOWN OF REPORTS 
Neglect was the most common report received by the OCR throughout the period, representing 48% of all 

reports. Children in need of care and protection and those who were reportedly sexually abused were the other 

two most reported categories, accounting for 39% and 31% of all reports respectively. (See Figure 3). 

Figure 31 

 
Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 

Reports of trafficking recorded the sole decline (50%) during the period while increases were observed in all other 

types of reports, all in excess of 25%.  Child labour reports continue to lead the increases in the types of reports 

received.  There were 246 reports of child labour for the period, a 68% increase over the 146 reports record for 

the same period in 2012. Reports of children exhibiting behavioural problems and those in need of care and 

protection were featured in the top three percentage increases in the types of abuse reported over the period, 

registering increases of 51% and 48% respectively. 

Reports on the other major types of abuse; physical, sexual, emotional, and neglect saw an average increase of 

31% over the review period.  (See Table 1).  

                                                           
1
 A feature of many of the reports received by the OCR is the occurrence of two or more forms of abuse against children. 

Thus, the figures shown above reflect the incidence of each category of report and may not add to the total number of 
reports.  
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Table 1 – Total number of reports by type, month and period 

  Month Period   

Type of report 
Jan-
13

R
 

Feb-
13 

Mar-
13 

Apr-
13

R
 

May-
13

R
 

Jun-
13

R
 

Jul-
13 

Aug-
13 

Sep-
13 

Jan to Sep 
2013 

Jan to Sep 
2012 

% 
Change 

Physical abuse 263 225 311 273 329 312 199 197 219 2328 1706 36% 

Sexual abuse 237 238 408 303 420 362 225 235 176 2604 2027 28% 

Emotional abuse 171 118 148 148 151 153 96 139 119 1243 935 33% 

Neglect 427 414 527 490 566 559 355 388 402 4128 3281 26% 

Trafficking  1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 -50% 

Child labour 26 31 38 33 29 35 20 14 20 246 146 68% 

Exhibiting behavioural 
problems 238 219 378 273 398 376 222 247 193 2544 1689 51% 

In need of care and 
protection 347 320 398 345 467 426 322 387 322 3334 2252 48% 

Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 

 

Table 2 – Total number of reports of child labour by 
parish 

There were increases in the reports of child labour 
from all but one parish for the period. 

Sixty-two per cent (62%) of the reports of child 
labour were from the parishes of Kingston &             
St. Andrew, St. Catherine, Clarendon and St. Ann. 

St. James, St. Ann, St. Elizabeth and Portland 

recorded the highest percentage increases for these 

reports.  St. James and St. Ann both had four-fold 

increases while two-fold increases were observed in 

the reports from St. Elizabeth and Portland. 

 As with the first half of the year, reports from the 

parish of Westmoreland recorded the sole decline, 

registering a decline of 83% over the January to 

September period of 2012. 

 

 

  

  Period   

Parish 
Jan – Sep 
2012 

Jan - Sep 
2013 % Change 

Kingston & St. Andrew 37 65 76% 

St. Catherine 30 35 17% 

Clarendon 21 23 10% 

Manchester 9 11 22% 

St. Elizabeth 7 18 157% 

Westmoreland 12 2 -83% 

Hanover 5 6 20% 

St. James 5 22 340% 

Trelawny 2 3 50% 

St. Ann 7 29 314% 

St. Mary 8 15 88% 

Portland 3 6 100% 

St. Thomas 0 9 -- 

Abroad 0 0 -- 

Unknown 0 2 -- 

Total 146 246 68% 
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Figure 4 

 
Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 

Figure 5 

 
Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 
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Gender Distribution 
 

With the exception of trafficking, sexual abuse and child labour, reports received by the OCR throughout the 

period were somewhat evenly distributed between boys and girls. All reports of trafficking were girls.  

Approximately 92% of all sexual abuse reports had girls as the reported victims while girls represented 61 % of all 

reports of child labour. (See Table 3 & Figure 6) 

Table 3 – Total number of reports received by the OCR by type of report and gender, January to 
September 2013 

  Gender of child     

Type of report2 Male Female Unknown Total % females 

Physical abuse 1086 1221 21 2328 52% 

Sexual abuse 200 2396 8 2604 92% 

Emotional abuse 552 677 14 1243 54% 

Neglect 1903 2149 76 4128 52% 

Trafficking  0 2 0 2 100% 

Child labour 91 150 5 246 61% 

Exhibiting behavioral problems 1343 1188 13 2544 47% 

In need of care and protection 1501 1765 68 3334 53% 
Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 

Figure 6 

 
Source: Office of the Children’s Registry  

                                                           
2
 A feature of many of the reports received by the OCR is the occurrence of two or more forms of abuse against children. 

Thus, the figures shown above reflect the incidence of each category of report and may not add to the total number of 
reports. 
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Sexual abuse  
 

Table 4 – Total number of sexual abuse reports by type, month and period 

  Month Period 

% 
Change Sexual abuse - breakdown

3
 

Jan-
13

R
 

Feb
-13 

Mar
-13 

Apr
-13

R
 

May
-13

R
 

Jun-
13

R
 

Jul-
13 

Aug
-13 

Sep
-13 

Jan to 
Sep 

2013 

Jan to 
Sep 

2012 

Sexual abuse - total
4
 237 238 409 302 420 362 225 235 176 2604 2027 28% 

Buggery 11 7 7 10 13 9 1 4 9 71 78 -9% 

Sexual intercourse with person 
under 16 years 112 132 235 170 237 200 142 129 90 1447 1140 27% 

Exhibitionism 2 0 3 2 1 2 0 1 2 13 14 -7% 

Fondling 23 26 35 31 38 40 24 35 15 267 267 0% 

Incest 8 4 6 8 14 15 9 3 5 72 98 -27% 

Oral sex 12 6 7 14 14 8 4 2 6 73 74 -1% 

Rape 26 22 31 39 45 33 30 31 17 274 220 25% 

                          

Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 

Figure 7 

 
  Source: Office of the Children’s Registry  

                                                           
3
 A feature of many of the reports received by the OCR is the occurrence of two or more forms of abuse against children. 

Thus, the figures shown above reflect the incidence of each category of sexual abuse and may not add to the total number of 
sexual abuse reports. 
4
 Includes other sub-categories which are not shown such as sexual abuse–other, and sexual abuse–unspecified. 
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Neglect 

 

Table 5 - Total number of neglect reports by type, month and period 

  Month Period   

Neglect - breakdown 
Jan-
13

R
 

Feb-
13 

Mar-
13 

Apr-
13

R
 

May-
13

R
 

Jun-
13

R
 

Jul-
13 

Aug-
13 

Sep-
13 

Jan - Sep 
2013 

Jan - Sep 
2012 

% 
Change 

Total neglect 427 413 528 490 566 559 355 388 402 4128 3281 26% 

Physical neglect 250 262 336 336 381 355 294 270 272 2756 2219 24% 

Inadequate food, clothing 
or lodging 125 106 149 148 172 153 136 117 127 1233 1002 23% 

Inadequate medical care 32 21 31 43 44 31 38 27 30 297 288 3% 

Inadequate supervision 137 132 185 148 189 176 176 155 145 1443 1239 16% 

Abandonment 15 20 23 32 33 22 27 24 22 218 154 42% 

Educational neglect 200 192 212 187 239 258 115 106 187 1696 1376 23% 

Child not enrolled / 
registered 53 48 46 31 41 45 47 39 58 408 367 11% 

Absenteeism / truancy 123 127 147 143 183 193 65 51 115 1147 904 27% 

                          

Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 

 

Exhibiting behavioural problems 

 

Table 6 - Total number of reports of children exhibiting behavioural problems by type, month and 
period 

Exhibiting behavioural 
problems - 
breakdown 

Month Period   

Jan-
13

R
 

Feb-
13 

Mar-
13 

Apr-
13

R
 

May-
13

R
 

Jun-
13

R
 

Jul-
13 

Aug-
13 

Sep-
13 

Jan - Sep 
2013 

Jan - Sep 
2012 

% 
Change 

Behavioral problems 
- total 238 219 379 272 399 375 222 247 193 2544 1688 51% 

Beyond control 11 9 27 12 18 17 20 17 18 149 169 -12% 

Abscond 2 0 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 10 5 100% 

Running away from 
home 19 28 39 22 33 40 37 30 22 270 218 24% 

Substance abuse 33 17 44 22 36 38 20 32 25 267 168 59% 

Alcohol 12 2 7 4 5 2 0 5 3 40 42 -5% 

Cocaine 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 0   - 

Cigarettes 3 0 2 1 3 2 2 3 2 18 15 20% 

Marijuana 28 16 38 13 26 36 16 24 14 211 131 61% 

Truancy 18 23 36 22 57 44 21 12 15 248 224 11% 

                          

Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 
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In need of care and protection 

 

Table 7 - Total number of reports of children in need of care and protection by type, month and period 

In need of care and protection - 
breakdown 

Month Period   

Jan-
13

R
 

Feb-
13 

Mar-
13 

Apr-
13

R
 

May-
13

R
 

Jun-
13

R
 

Jul-
13 

Aug-
13 

Sep-
13 

Jan - Sep 
2013 

Jan - Sep 
2012 

% 
Change 

Care and protection - total 347 320 398 345 467 426 322 387 322 3334 2252 48% 

Has no parent or guardian 1 2 1 2 3 1 4 3 3 20 26 -23% 

Parent / guardian unfit 30 24 39 22 47 30 17 42 30 281 191 47% 

Bad associations 9 5 19 17 16 17 9 24 10 126 91 38% 

Child abducted / missing 0 3 4 1 0 1 5 1 0 15 6 150% 

Exposed to moral danger 
(begging, roaming etc) 62 73 101 63 104 87 65 46 52 653 563 16% 

Educational deprivation (non-
neglect) 0 0 4 1 2 1 2 1 1 12 6 100% 

Shares household with 
offended child 1 2 0 2 0 1 0 3 1 10 1 900% 

Shares household with 
convicted offender 4 1 1 1 1 0 1 2 2 13 7 86% 

Cared for in undesirable 
circumstances 53 71 71 33 52 59 71 73 61 544 351 55% 

Parent / guardian unemployed 49 57 58 56 53 61 32 37 46 449 384 17% 

Parent financially unable to 
provide 46 57 47 67 55 69 38 45 61 485 253 92% 

Child witnessed abuse / 
violence 23 29 28 28 40 29 27 27 31 262 181 45% 

Child is suicidal 30 21 40 24 33 36 21 26 24 255 175 46% 

Child lives on the street 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 4 13 -69% 

              

Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 
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Parish distribution 
 

Table 8 – Total number of reports received by the OCR by parish of residence, gender of child and type 
of report, January to September 2013 

  Gender of child Type of report 

Parish of residence Total Male Female Unknown PA SA EA N T CL BP CP 

Kingston & St. Andrew 2427 963 1443 21 761 892 421 1103 0 65 775 925 

St. Catherine 1025 412 586 27 317 292 149 581 0 35 209 429 

St. Ann 678 276 388 14 199 157 103 437 0 23 156 324 

St. James 710 317 383 10 169 161 86 371 0 11 226 289 

Manchester 428 182 239 7 101 106 47 211 0 18 149 163 

Clarendon 247 86 157 4 59 90 25 121 0 2 54 90 

St. Elizabeth 176 57 117 2 52 58 26 91 0 6 37 61 

St. Mary 918 383 530 5 178 259 62 301 0 22 381 258 

Westmoreland 337 145 190 2 79 97 55 162 1 3 126 127 

Trelawny 821 310 501 10 214 250 136 381 0 29 246 353 

Hanover 479 196 278 5 112 146 79 228 0 15 126 214 

Portland 172 62 107 3 49 55 26 86 0 6 36 67 

St. Thomas 73 35 38 0 32 26 25 41 0 9 17 23 

Abroad 1 0 1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Unknown 35 16 19 0 6 14 3 14 1 2 6 11 

Total 8527 3440 4977 110 2328 2604 1243 4128 2 246 2544 3334 

Source: Office of the Children’s Registry 

Key 
 PA Physical abuse 

SA Sexual abuse 

EA Emotional abuse 

N Neglect 

T Trafficking  

CL Child labour 

BP Exhibiting behavioral problems 

CP In need of care and protection 
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Printed and published by 

OFFICE OF THE CHILDREN’S REGISTRY 

12 Carlton Crescent, Kingston 10 

 

 

1. Statistics on the number of reports represent children who were alleged victims of physical 

abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, neglect, trafficking or child labour. They also include 

children who were reported to exhibit behavioural problems or who were considered to be in 

need of care and protection.  

2. Reports of incidents that are received by the OCR are regarded as allegations; investigations by 

the relevant agencies may either confirm an incident as reported or indicate otherwise. 

3. Statistics shown are preliminary, hence are subject to change.  

4. Missing Children data are compiled in collaboration with the Missing Person 
Monitoring Unit   

5. Unless otherwise stated the figures for missing children reflect original and subsequent 
report(s) of a particular child given there is a record of the child’s recovery prior to the 
subsequent report(s).  

 


